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Your Excellency, 
   

I am writing to you because of disturbing events taking place in your beautiful country.  
I have learned from trustworthy news sources of the recent conviction of four Christians in 

your country: Mr. Anooshavan Avedian, Mr. Joseph Shahbazian, Ms. Malihe Nazari and Ms. Mina 
Khajavi.   

Two Christians of Armenian origin (Mr. Avedian and Mr. Shahbazian) have been sentenced 

to 10 years in prison and two women who converted to Christianity (Ms. Nazari and Ms. Khajavi) 
have been given 6-year prison sentences. Their crime was allegedly to be a member of a house 
church.   

These people were simply exercising their freedom of thought, conscience and religion as 
well as their freedom of expression, as defined in the International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights ratified by your country. This applies to people of all religions and beliefs. 
 
As I read the news, I am appalled and I do not understand why Christians and unfortunately 

also other religious minorities had to endure arrest, detention, sessions of interrogations, lack of 
contact with their families and lengthy court hearings simply for professing their beliefs privately. I fail 
to see why the exercise of religious freedom would be prohibited in a private home or place and 

prosecuted.   
This case leads me to ask you: if Christians cannot meet in their own homes, where are they 

supposed to meet to worship? I know that there are many Christians in Iran, so they must be able to 
meet somewhere. Are there enough churches in your country to accommodate them? Are converts 
to Christianity from another religious background welcome to worship in their mother tongue? Can 

Christian believers be assured of safety when they attend a church to worship together? 
 

I know that the Bible teaches Christians to love their neighbors and to be a blessing to the 
society they are in. I do not think they are a threat in any country.   

I sincerely hope that these four Christians will be released and their charges overturned, as 
this would be a sign that tolerance, brotherhood, justice and respect for human rights are flourishing 

in your beautiful country. I hope and pray this will then also apply to other prisoners of conscience in 
Iran. 
  

Thank you for your attention to my letter about this important topic. 
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