
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Open Doors’ position statement on the cases of 4 Christians in Iran sentenced to imprisonment for 
attending house churches  

  
Open Doors expresses its deep concern over the sentencing of two Christians of Armenian origin and 
two Iranian female converts for organizing or attending small house churches in Iran.  
  
The 10-year prison sentences given to Mr. Anooshavan Avedian, Mr. Joseph Shahbazian and 6-year 
prison sentences given to Ms. Malihe Nazari and Ms. Mina Khajavi for practicing their Christian faith in 
private homes are clear examples of violations of Article 18 of the International Covenant of Civil and 
Political Rights that ensures that everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. 
This right also includes practicing one’s beliefs either individually or in community with others and in 
public or private.  
  
We are deeply troubled by the arrest, detention, confiscation of property and deprivation of contact 
with their families that the four Christians have had to endure prior to their court hearings. We are 
appalled by the testimonies of violations of due process that took place in the court rooms during the 
hearings, including humiliating remarks from the judge, the court’s unconcealed favor for the 
prosecutor’s side over the defendants’, occasional lack of access to a lawyer, and verdicts issued in less 
than 10 days clearly without sufficient consideration of evidence. In a country that alleges its 
commitment to human rights, violation of due process behind opaque trial proceedings should never be 
permitted. We urge the Iranian authorities to stop immediately systematic campaigns of arrests, 
arbitrary detentions, seizure of property and unfair trials against Christians and other religious 
minorities.   
  
Open Doors also expresses its deep regret over the Supreme Court’s recent denial to re-try Mr. 
Anooshavan Avedian’s case and review his prison sentence; the Court denied the retrial without 
substantial explanation, refusing to examine evidence which was rejected by the lower court. We call 
upon the Iranian Judiciary to overturn this decision and guarantee justice to Mr. Avedian.   
  
Open Doors calls for the immediate release of the four Christians, drop of all charges and cancellation of 
the prison sentences. We also urge the Iranian government to guarantee that Christians, regardless of 
their prior religious background, can meet freely, peacefully and safely in their private homes to 
practice communal worship.  
  
Additionally, we call upon the Iranian government to amend Article 13 of the Constitution to recognize 
fully freedom of religion or belief of all faiths as envisaged by Article 18 ICCPR, to which Iran is a 
signatory without reservation and legally bound to respect. Furthermore, it should stop considering 
mere manifestations of freedom of religion or belief as a threat to national security, in clear violation of 
Article 4 ICCPR.  
  
We call upon the international community to advocate for the release and acquittal of the four 
Christians in bilateral communications with Iran and in the media.   
  
#FreeIranianChristians  
  
 


